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Village of Waterville
2018 Historical Report
Submitted by Village Historian Pat Louise
Report of News and Happenings for 2018 for the Village of Waterville
Submitted by Waterville Village Historian Pat Louise

January news
The Waterville Fire Department is taking steps to replace a 1991 truck that is becoming unsafe to operate. Fire Chief Will Beach presented information to the Waterville Village Board about the need for a new truck.

Former Sangerfield Town Clerk Betty Tanner passed away.

Former Marshall Town Clerk Dorothy McConnell passed away.

Sophie Wittenbeck was chosen Youth of the Month for January by the Brothertown Optimist Club.

The Hill family of Waterville left for another adventure on the ocean after sailing to the Bahamas last year.

First places in the Waterville Garden Club Christmas decorating contest were won by Mr. and Mrs. John Pumilia, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Langone, Cathy Tardy, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Maine, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Van Wormer, Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Bowen.

Waterville First received a state grant of $1.5 million to be used towards development of a cook/chill facility in Sangerfield. The Village of Waterville received $976,415 towards the cost of a new disinfection system in the Wastewater Treatment Plant.

John Salka, Brookfield town supervisor, announced he is running for the 121st Assembly seat.

At a presentation sponsored by Waterville First, guest speakers talked about the banking industry and how to obtain USDA Rural Development grants.

February news
At a presentation sponsored by Waterville First, Mohawk Valley Edge officials explained that a cook/chill facility in Sangerfield would have the latest technology to make it clean and safe. About 40 people attended the discussion.

Students at Waterville Junior-Senior High School participated in the third annual Paula Gray Knitting Day.

Waterville Central School District updated its lunch policy to avoid shaming students who cannot pay.

The Town of Marshall discussed adding a policy for sick leave or leave of absence of board members.

Bids for the water tank repair project were approved by the Waterville Village Board. S.C. Spencer's bid of $87,400 was accepted for electrical work and Statewide Aquastore's bid of $75,930 for general work approved.

All of Waterville's 151 street lights will be replaced with LED lights at a cost of $4,512.

Waterville senior Sophie Wittenbeck reached the 1,000-point milestone to become only the second girl in Indians basketball history to do so.

Community member Nancy Morgan passed away.

The Waterville Village Board continues to explore ways to improve parking on various streets. The state will be asked to evaluate Main Street/Route 12 options.

March news
Waterville girls varsity basketball beat Brookfield at the Carrier Dome to win the Section Three Class D title. The Indians lost to Edwards-Knox in the Regional game.

Clifford McLaughlin Jr., whose helped start McLaughlin's Department Store in Waterville, passed away at age 88.

The Waterville Village Board approved a bid by Don Neff for electrical work on the water tank repair project.

In January the village collected 64.9 tons of garbage and 14.77 tons of recycling. In February 52.6 tons of garbage and 11 tons of recycling were collected. The water report stated 6.4 million gallons were pumped in January and 5.66 in February.

Nelson Blau, former Marshall town supervisor among other community offices he held, passed away at age 78.

The Town of Marshall is considering a property tax exemption for Cold War veterans.

Waterville High School Music Department performed 'The Wiz' for three shows.

Waterville Central School is considering a tax levy increase of 3.14 percent.

A fire in the early morning of Palm Sunday on Route 315 in Deansboro claimed the life of Mary Lou Buschor. Despite being the lead fire department on the scene, the Barton Hose Co. served its 63rd annual Palm Sunday Ham Dinner later that day.

The Waterville Village Board adopted a budget of $939,932 and kept the tax rate at $11.10 per assessed $1,000.

In village elections, trustees Brian Bogan and Doug Plourde were re-elected without opposition as 41 people voted.
April news
The Village of Waterville purchased two electric car chargers to put in the village parking lot behind the medical center as part of its Clean Energy Community initiative.

The Village of Waterville has asked local municipalities and the Waterville Central School District to meet to discuss ways to share services and reduce costs.

Marshall Town Supervisor Morrie Sturdevant passed away after a long illness.

Rachael Scoones was named Youth of the Month for March by the Brothertown Optimist Club.

Waterville High School is discussing whether to restrict cell phone use by students during the school day.

Lester Bugbee, longtime assessor in the Town of Marshall, passed away at age 99.

Dr. Wayne Chapman has opened a chiropractic office at 214 E. Main St., Waterville.

Clinton was named the 2018 Kraft Hockeyville USA community.

About 1,500 people took on the course at the sixth annual Daniel Barden Mud Fest at MKJ Farm in Deansboro. The weather was cool and the course muddy.

May news
Sophie Wittenbeck is valedictorian and Brianna Dangler salutatorian of the Waterville Class of 2018.

Sue McConnell was appointed Supervisor of the Town of Marshall to fill the vacancy upon the death of Morrie Sturdevant. Her term runs through the rest of the year.

Dottie Ruane, who wrote for the Waterville Times for almost 30 years, passed away at the age of 91.

Aliah Decker was named Youth of the Month for April by the Brothertown Optimist Club.

The Roaring '20s was the theme of this year's Waterville Junior-Senior Prom. Royalty included Prince Israel Mason, King Dylan Machold, Queen Emma Barnes and Princess Amber Bechy.

Longtime Waterville resident Stanley Domosh, an expert on the Civil War, passed away at age 89.

Waterville Fire Department sponsored a Reality Check mock DWI accident for Waterville students the day before the Prom.

The Village of Waterville will receive a $50,000 grant from NYSERDA after qualifying as a Clean Energy Community. 

Waterville science teacher Sarah Elacqua received a state Excellence in Teaching award from the state.

Ryanne Solinsky was named Youth of the Month for May by the Brothertown Optimist Club.

Waterville Central School District voters approved a budget of $18.1 million and voted in Mark Mowrey, Linda Hughes and Roberta Williams to the board.

Longtime Oriskany Falls DPW Superintendent Bob Bowie retired.

Town of Brookfield Superintendent John Salka was the guest speaker at the Waterville Memorial Day ceremony.

Repairs began on the water tank repair project in the village. Residents are asked to conserve water during this time.

June news
State Agriculture Commissioner Richard Ball and numerous politicians ate lunch at Memorial Park School for New York Foods Day. 

Colleen Baldwin was appointed a member of the Marshall Town Board.

The Village of Waterville has set a public hearing to discuss parking changes on some village streets. One proposal is for Madison Street to have parking just on the north side of the street and no parking at all during school travel times.

The Waterville High School Jazz Ensemble won first place at the Sherburne Pageant of Bands.

The Village of Waterville's plans to knock down 107 Berrill Ave. have been delayed as the City of Rome works on its own projects. Inquiries will be made to see if it can still be done this year.

The Village of Waterville will take property owner Walt Friebel to court for a second time to force clean up of his White Street property.

Jacob English was hired for the Village's DPW crew.

WCS technology teacher Steve English was the speaker at Waterville's 144th commencement. The Class of 2018 had 57 graduates.
July news
Waterville Central School's new FFA club completed a busy first year.

Mason Road will be closed for repairs.

Waterville resident Dennis Murphy received the Alumni Association's Distinguished Service Award from Hamilton College's Alumni sociation.

Oneida County Executive Anthony Picente spoke at the June meeting of Waterville First Thursday.

Carlie Ferriter was named Youth of the Month for June by the Brothertown Optimist Club.

Howard Mettelman, superintendent of Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES, retired. He filled in as Waterville Central School superintendent at different times.

The Town of Marshall is trying to work out a substation in Deansboro for Central Oneida County Ambulance. 

Mike Kochanowski of Waterville was honored by the state Outdoorsman Hall of Fame for his work with youth.

Longtime Waterville businessman Rick Garrett passed away at age 68. He ran his family's business, Food King, until his retirement.

Johnathan Beach, 16, who would have been a senior at Waterville Central School in the fall, died in a car crash on Mason Road.

Russell Stewart was elected president of the Waterville Board of Education and Steve Stanton chosen vice president.

Logan Baker was chosen Young Person of the Year by the Waterville Rotary Club.

The Waterville Village Board heard more suggestions for solving the parking issues on Madison Street from two residents at a public hearing. 

Motocross rider Jeremy Edwards of Waterville qualified for the National race in Tennessee.

The Environmental Protection Agency will test the site for the former Oriskany Falls Mill following a December 2016 fire.

August news
Dawna Forward opened Earthly Organic Wellness at 103 E. Main St., Waterville.

The Town of Marshall has applied for another Community Development Block Grant for housing improvements.

Waterville businessman Karl Davis passed away at age 62.

After hearing more feedback from residents on Madison Street, the Waterville Village Board made some adjustments to the updated parking regulations. 

Despite rain about 40 people participated in the ninth annual Ruth Allen Memorial Run in Deansboro.

To address questions and concerns about ambulance coverage, the Waterville Village Board has invited members of COCVAC to attend a meeting in September and discuss the agency's coverage of the area.
September news
The 13th annual Cruise In To Waterville will include some new events such as a Kids Zone and a Cornhole Tournament.

Terry Tanner of Waterville was chosen for NBC's Ambushed Makeover Show in New York City.

The Oriskany Falls Fire Department invited local fire departments to celebrate with Joey Abt of Syracuse on his birthday.

The Waterville Village Board adopted updated and new parking regulations, including limited parking on Madison Street and new 30 mph speed limits entering the village.

For the first time, both the Waterville girls and boys varsity soccer teams won the championship of the Brothertown Optomist Tournament. The girls defended their title for the second year in a row while the boys won the title for the first time ever.

A beautiful day brought out crowds for the 13th annual Cruise In To Waterville. Dylan Williams finished first overall in the Mary C. Cleary Run.

Waterville Central School opened the 2018-19 year with 785 students.

Former Village Justice Richard Hughes passed away at age 81.

Thousands of people around the area participated in Clinton's Hockeyville celebration that included a visit by the Stanley Cup and a pre-season NHL game between Buffalo and Columbus.

The Environmental Protection Agency said cleanup of the Mill in Oriskany Falls should begin soon, almost two years since a fire destroyed the historic facility.

An hour-long discussion at the Waterville Village Board meeting explained how COCVAC responds to calls in the southern zone formerly covered by Waterville Ambulance. 

October news
The Village of Waterville will start a $2.5 million improvement project at the Wastewater Treatment plant in 2019. Board members took a tour of the facility, led by manager Louie Langone.

The Clinton Arena celebrated being named Hockeyville with a pre-season NHL game played between Buffalo and Columbus.

Waterville Fire Chief Will Beach outlined to the Village Board the need for a new fire truck at a maximum cost of $335,000.

Waterville graduate Sophie Wittenbeck earned a spot on the University of Vermont's women's basketball team.

Despite dropping the speed zone along Route 315, speeding continues to be a problem as residents complained to the Village Board. 

Marshall residents asked numerous questions about a proposed mining operation on the Schachtler property on Shanley Road.

Waterville Central School District received the top ranking in its annual audit.

Waterville High School Student Council members asked the WCS Board of Education to consider modifying the new cell phone policy to allow use in study halls and lunch.

Waterville Pop Warner PeeWee cheerleaders finished in first place at the Tri-Valley competition. They move on to compete in regionals in New Jersey.

November news
The Waterville Pop Warner Junior PeeWee team won the Tri-Valley championship.

Dozens of children turned out for the annual Waterville Rotary Club Halloween party.

Joe Misiaszek presented the Waterville Village Board with an idea to turn the Upper White Street reservoir land into a park with mountain bike trails.

Andrew Williams Jr. was elected Town of Marshall supervisor and John Puckey elected to the Town Board. John Salka defeated Bill Magee for 121st Assembly District representative and Anthony Brindisi beat Congresswoman Claudia Tenney.

Abigail Wratten was chosen Youth of the Month for October by the Brothertown Optimist Club.

Rev. Daniel Nelson was given the Biggest Heart Award as a volunteer at Waterville Residential Care Center.

The Waterville Central School Board of Education room was named in honor of former member Bud Dorr.

Temperatures in the 20s didn't stop people from lining Main Street for the 30th annual Parade of Lights with Candy Christmas as the theme.

Community members joined Waterville students and staff in mourning the death of Jason Pomeroy, 16, of Waterville.

Paige Padula was named Youth of the Month for November by the Brothertown Optimist Club.

December news
Waterville First will have a guest speaker to talk about the study for an agri-business park in Sangerfield.

Waterville Board of Education is looking at ways to add a foreign language for students at Memorial Park School.

Waterville Historical Society had its 16th annual Victorian Tea as a fund raiser.

Helen 'Honey' Morgan, who worked in her family's hardware store in Waterville for decades, passed away at age 94.

Waterville officials have been notified that the COCVAC ambulance stationed in Deansboro will relocate to Clark Mills. A fly car will be stationed in Deansboro.

Ten Waterville High School students competed in the 145th annual Prize Speaking competition.

John Brouillette was named Youth of the Month for December by the Brothertown Optimist Club.

